The Vital Role of Sunday School
Introduction

Sunday School has been around for decades.  Most churches still have a functioning Sunday School.  However, many questions have been raised as to the validity of Sunday School in an ever-changing world.  Questions such as…

What is the benefit of a Sunday School ministry in a local church?  What role does Sunday School play in the context of the church’s ministry?  Does Sunday School fulfill a vital function in helping the church reach her mission?  Or, are we just having Sunday School because we have always had Sunday School?  Is it a worn-out method of yesteryear?  Does Sunday School still have relevancy in the 21st century?  These questions beg to see the context of Sunday School in the contemporary church.  I want to give you eight reasons why Sunday School is still relevant, vital, and needed.
1. Sunday School gives the church’s _____________ a natural, functional, practical expression.

2. __________________ is best accomplished in the context of small groups.

· Any mission is best ___________________ in a setting of small groups of people.  This gives everyone an opportunity for input.
3. Sunday School ______________ the saints to do the _________ of the ministry.

· Ephesians 4:11-12 is God’s ___________________ for church growth.

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
· We have not found a ______________ way to “equip the saints” than Sunday School.

· We have not found a ______________ way to do “the work of the ministry” than Sunday School.

· We have not found a ______________ way to “edify the body of Christ” than Sunday School!

· Sunday School puts people to work doing the ministry and exercising their spiritual gifts.  Therefore, Sunday School is in the ___________________ of edifying the people of God like nothing else.  This ought to cause many to rise up and champion her cause!

Sunday School has had to find ways to equip people to do ministry because…

· Sunday School cannot _________________ unless it does.  It takes multitudes of people to supply workers needed in all age divisions.
· Sunday School is the largest organization in the church (in most cases).  Therefore, Sunday School must ________________________________________ of equipping the people of the church.  If left to a smaller ministry, the church would die for a lack of equipped people.

· Sunday School gives __________________ ministry away to people who must be trained in order to be effective.

· Sunday School ___________________ people with the ministry.  Sunday School does not confine the people of God, Sunday School turns them loose to serve God with great zeal and passion.

4. Sunday School develops ________________________ for the church.

· As we have just seen, Sunday School develops many for the work of Sunday School, but she also equips people for the work of ________________________ as well.

· If you were to eliminate Sunday School you would see a ___________________ ____________________ in workers being produced in other ministries as well.

· Sunday School is the ___________________________ ministry from which other ministries are able to spin off.
5. Sunday School gives _______________________________ to our good intentions.

“Good intentions alone are no better than no intentions unless we get intentional about our good intentions!”

· Most churches do not suffer from a lack of knowledge, but from a lack of ____________.

“Churches are full of good intentions. But if good intentions alone would get the job done then the world would have already been won to Christ!”
· Sunday School gives everyone the opportunity to get __________________ in the church’s mission.

“Intentionality requires involvement and involvement requires intentionality!”

If a church has no small group ministry then she has not made involvement a possibility to her members.  If you have no intentional way to get people involved then you…

· ____________ God’s giftedness in them

· Have very little ____________________ taking place

· Raise up ____________ Christians

· Confine the church’s ______________________
· Position the church for an ______________________
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody

Author unknown

This is a story of four church members named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.

6. Sunday School keeps the church _______________.

· It is God’s will for churches to grow because it is God’s will for everyone to be _______________.

· How do we help people get _____________________ into our growing churches?  Sunday School!

· Sunday School keeps the church small because Sunday School makes the church ____________________ and places people in a small setting with which they are _________________________.
7. Sunday School gives ____________________ a small group experience.

Three major concerns for cell churches.

· Many do not provide a ___________________________ experience for children.

· Many do not provide a forum for children to hear their _________________.

· Many do not provide an opporrtunity for a ______________ worship experience.

8. Sunday School ______________________ the church for evangelism.

· _________________________ can best take place in Sunday School.
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